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People in the story

Tom: a boy with a birthday
Mum: Tom’s mother
Annie: Tom’s sister

Dad: Tom’s father

Neil: Tom’s friend

BEFOREYOU READ

1 Look at the pictures in Chapter 1. What do you think?
Answer the questions.
1 How old is Tom?

2 HasTom got a big sister?

3 Does Tom's mother work?




Chapter 1

Birthday boy

‘T'm sorry I'm working on your birthday, Tom!

Tom’s mother is leaving the house. She isn't looking
at Tom. She’s thinking about work.

‘Have a nice day, love. See you tonight, she says.




‘Goodbye, Mum, Tom says. He feels sad. He doesn’t
want her to go.

Tom’s sister, Annie, comes down from her room.
‘Happy birthday, little brother!” she says. “Twelve
today!’ e




Tom smiles. He likes being twelve.

‘Can I give you your birthday present’ this
afternoon?” Annie asks. Tm going shopping this
morning with my friends’ She goes to the door.

‘I want to go shopping, Tom starts to say, but Annie
doesn’t hear.

‘Enjoy your birthday; she says. Then she leaves too.
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Now Tom’s father is the only person at home?. Tom
finds him at his desk. He's working on his computer.
Tom’s father works at home, and he works all the time.
Tom walks into his father’s office and his father turns
and looks at him. ‘Hello, Tom, he says. ‘What are you
going to do with your birthday money?’



‘I don’t know, Dad, Tom says. ‘Can we go shopping?’

Tom’s father is looking at his computer again. ‘Not
today, Tom, he says. ‘I must finish this work. Where’s
Annie?’

‘She’s shopping with her friends, Tom says.

He knows his father isn't listening. He’s reading an
email on his computer.

“That’s nice, he says, but he doesn’t look at Tom.
‘Have a good time!’

‘OK; says Tom and he leaves the room.

Tom phones his friend Neil. Neil’s mother answers.

‘Can speak to Neil?” Tom asks.




‘T'm sorry, Neil's mother says. ‘He's playing football
in Winston Park®. Is that Tom?’

‘Yes, says Tom.

‘Neil tells me it’s your birthday today, Neil's mother
says. ‘Happy birthday!’

‘Thank you, says Tom.

‘I must go, but have a good day!’ says Neil's mother.

‘Thank you, Tom says again and he puts the phone
down.

‘No one has any time for me today, he thinks. ‘It’s
my birthday and no one has any time for me.



LOOKING BACK

1 Check your answers to Before you read on page 4.

ACTIVITIES

2 Complete the sentences with the names in the box.

Tom (x3) Mum Dad  Annie (x2) Neil (x2)

1 ..Mum. . leaves the house and goes to work.

2 isTom’s

3 It's........'s birthday.

4 o is twelve today.

5 is going shopping.
6 works at home.

) A— is Tom’s friend.

8 is at the park.

) P— isn’t happy.

3 Underline the correct words in each sentence.
Mum is thinking about her work / Tom’s birthday.
Annie has / hasn’t got a present for Tom.

Tom's father / mother has got a computer.

Tom has got som e / hasn’t got any birthday money.
Tom'’s father can /can’t go shopping.

Dad is listening to Tom / reading his email.

Tom speaks to Neil / Neil’s mother.

Neil knows / doesn’t know it's Tom’s birthday.
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Chapter 2

The camera

Tom leaves the house and walks to Winston Park. He
doesn’t like football, but he wants to be with people.

Its a hot day. In Winston Park there are lots of
mothers and fathers with their children. Boys and
girls are running and laughing. Everyone looks happy.

Tom sees Neil and some more boys. They’re playing
football.
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4 Who do the underlined words refer to in these lines from
the text?

Annie (x2)  Tom Dad
Mum Tom and Dad Neil

‘See you tonight.’ (page 5) ... Tem......
He doesn’t want her to go. (page 6)

She goes to the door. (page 7)

Tom finds him at his desk. (page 7) ....

‘Can we go shopping?’ (page 8) .............
‘She’s shopping with her friends.’ (page 8) ...........ccc..
‘He's playing football in Winston Park.’ (page 9)

N O i1 AW N =

5 Match the questions with the answers.
Why is today a special day for Tom?
What has Tom got for his birthday? [ ]
What does Tom’s dad do at home? []
Who does Tom talk to on the phone? [ ]
Who is playing football? [ ]

He works.

It's his birthday.

Neil's mother.

He's got money.

Neil.

mo.nd?-mm.bwm—\

LOOKING FORWARD

6 Tick (v') what you think happens in Chapter 2.
1 Tom goes to the park. []
2 Tom stays at home. []

11



Tom watches the game* for ten minutes, but Neil
doesn’t speak to him again. Neil’s good at football and
he’s enjoying the game. Tom starts walking across
Winston Park.

Hessits down on a seatand takes a drink from his bag,
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Tom goes over. Neil sees him. He smiles. ‘Hello,
Tom!” he calls. ‘Happy birthday!

‘Thank you!” Tom calls, but Neil is running to get
the ball.

13



Tom looks at the camera. There are four buttons:
PHOTO, DELETE, ON and OFFE.

Tom puts his finger on the ON button and presses®
it. The camera makes a noise.

The black bag is on the seat. Tom can see it in the
camera. Tom puts his finger on the PHOTO button. He
presses it. The camera makes another noise. Tom looks
at the photo of the bag. It's OK, but he doesn’t want
a photo of a bag, so he presses the DELETE button. The
photo goes away.
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He puts his bag down. There is another bag under
the seat.

‘What's this?’ thinks Tom. The bag is black. Tom
opens it. He’s looking for a name. There is only one
thing in the bag: a camera.

Tom takes it out. Then he looks in the bag again, but
there is nothing in it. No name.
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“This camera is OK, Tom thinks. ‘But it isn’t my
camera. I must take it to the police. I can buy a camera
with my birthday money’

Tom puts out his hand to take the camera bag from
the seat. But the bag isn't there.

He looks under the seat. No bag. He looks behind
the seat. No bag. Tom doesn’t understand. ‘Where is the
bag?’ he thinks.

A squirrel runs in front of the seat. Tom wants a
photo of it. The squirrel stops.
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‘It's looking for food, Tom thinks. He smiles and
presses the PHOTO button. But when he looks at the
photo, it isn’t good.

‘Squirrels are too fast for photos, Tom thinks.

He presses the DELETE button. The photo of the
squirrel goes away.

A e -
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When Tom looks for the squirrel, he can't see it.

‘Squirrels run fast, Tom thinks. ‘But not that fast.
Where is it?’
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Tom looks at the camera. He doesn’t understand.
Something is wrong. He wants to try the camera again.
There are some flowers next to his seat. Tom looks at
the camera again. He can see the flowers. He presses the
PHOTO button and takes a photo of the flowers.

Then he presses the DELETE button to make the
photo go away. Tom takes the camera away from his
face. He looks for the flowers. They aren't there.

“The flowers are gone, he thinks. ‘Gone!’

21



LOOKING BACK

1 Check your answer to Looking forward on page 11.

ACTIVITIES

2 Underline the correct words in each sentence.

1

o NO UV A~ WN

Tom wants / doesn’t want to be with friends.

Tom plays football with / talks to Neil.

Neil is / isn’t good at football.

Tom has something to eat / drink in the park.

Tom / Neil finds a camera.

Tom uses / doesn’t use the camera.

Tom wants to take the camera to the police / home.
Tom deletes all / some of his photos.

3 Put the sentences in order.

00O NOY WUV A WN =

Tom finds a camera. []

Tom speaks to Neil. []

Tom sits down. [_]

Tom goes to the park. [1]

Tom deletes the photo. [ ]

Tom watches the game. ]

Tom takes a photo of the bag. [ ]
The bag is gone. []
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4 Are the sentences true (T) or false (F)?

1
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Tom runs to the park.

The weather is good. [ ]

Tom doesn't watch all the game. [ ]

Tom finds a blue bag under his seat. [ ]
There’s nothing in the bag. [ ]

The camera has got three buttons. []

Tom takes a photo of his bag. [ ]

Tom doesn't like his photo of the squirrel. []

5 Answer the questions.

1

2

3

4

Does Tom like football?

Where does Tom find the bag?

What does he look for in the bag?

Is the picture of the squirrel good? Why /Why not?

LOOKING FORWARD

6 Tick (v') what you think happens in the next two chapters.

1
2
3

Tom plays football. []
Tom takes more photos with the camera. [ ]
Tom goes shopping. []

23



Chapter 3
Where’s the ball?

Tom puts the camera down. He doesn’t want it in his
hands now. He feels afraid®.

He thinks about the camera bag, the squirrel and
the flowers.

‘When I take photos of things with this camera, they
go away, he thinks. ‘I don’t know how, but they do.

24



Across Winston Park he can see the boys playing
football.

‘I must tell Neil about this!” he thinks. He puts the
camera in his bag and starts running across the park.




But after a minute he stops running. He thinks about
the camera bag, the squirrel and the flowers. He’s near
the boys now.

‘Is my birthday; he thinks. ‘T want Neil to come
to the shops with me. We can get a pizza. I can buy
something with my birthday money’

A boyinablue T-shirt has the ball now. He's running
fast. Then everyone shouts.

‘Goal?’

26



Lots of the boys run to the boy in the blue T-shirt.
They are all very happy.

Tom quickly takes the camera from the bag and
looks into it. He can see the ball.

He presses the PHOTO button and then the
DELETE button. The boys want to start playing again.

‘Hey! shouts the boy in the blue T-shirt. “Where’s
the ball?’

27



No one can understand. They look on the grass’ and
behind trees.

o

R

‘Can you see the ball, Tom?’ Neil asks.

‘No, sorry, Tom says. T don’t know where the ball
is. I don’t think you can play now. Do you want to get
a pizza with me? I can buy something to eat with my
birthday money’

28



But Neil doesn’t hear Tom. He’s listening to the boy
in the blue T-shirt.

‘It's OK; he says. Tve got another ball in my bag’

‘Good, says Neil. ‘But where is our other ball?’

‘T don’t know, says the boy.

He gets the new ball from his bag. They start to play
again.

Tom thinks about taking a new photo: a photo of
the new ball. But the boys run away across the grass and
Tom turns and starts to walk home.

29



Chapter 4
The computer

When Tom gets home, his father is making a coffee.
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“Tom? Is that you?” he calls.

“Yes, Tom answers.

‘Do you want a coffee?” his father asks.

‘No thank you, answers Tom. Tm just getting
something from my room.

Tom quickly runs up to his father’s office. It’s the
room with the computer. He takes the camera from his
bag. He can see the computer in it. He quickly presses
PHOTO. Then DELETE.
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He looks at the table. No computer.

‘Good, he thinks.

Ton’s father comes into the room with his coffee.
He smiles at Tom.

‘OK?’ he asks. Then he stops smiling. “‘Where’s my
computer?” he asks.
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‘T don’t know, says Tom.
T don't understand, Tom’s father says. ‘Where is it?’
He looks behind Tom. He looks under the table. He

looks all over the room. Then he looks at Tom.

33



“Tom?’ he says. ‘Where’s my computer?’

T don’t know, answers Tom.

‘Computers don't just go!” Tom’s father says.

‘Yes they do!” thinks Tom.

Then he looks at his father. ‘Can we go to the shops,

Dad?’ he asks.
‘No, Tom!” his father says. ‘T must find my computer!

I’'m going to phone the police’

‘After the police come, Tom says, ‘can we go to the

shops then?’
But Tom’s father cant stop thinking about his

computer.
‘Please, Tom, he says. He looks tired. T know it’s

your birthday, but all my work is on that computer. It's
very important. I dont know what to do’

34



Tom looks at his father.

‘T'm sorry, Dad; he says.

His father smiles a little. ‘It's OK, son, he says. ‘Go
and enjoy your birthday’

Tom leaves the room. ‘I can’t enjoy my birthday, he
thinks. ‘No one has any time for me’

Tom goes to his room and sits on his bed. Then he

thinks about his mother and he knows what he wants
to do.
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LOOKING BACK

1

Check your answer to Looking forward on page 23.

ACTIVITIES

2 Underline the correct words in each sentence.

3

1

00O NO UL & WN

Tom tells / doesn’t tell his friend about the camera.

Tom wants to eat something / play football with Neil.

Tom takes a photo of the ball / boy.

The boys continue playing with a new / the old ball.

Tom takes / doesn’t take a photo of the new ball.

Tom's dad is working / making a drink when Tom gets home.
When Tom gets home, he goes to his bedroom / dad’s office.
Tom's dad’s computer is important because it has a lot of
work / photos on it.

Tom is /isn’t enjoying his birthday.

Answer the questions.

In Chapters 3 and 4, who ...

1
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is afraid? ... Tem. ..

asks Tom about the ball? ...
finds another ball in his bag? ............
makes a drink? ...

loses his computer? ...

can't do any work? .............c.....

wants to go shopping? ...............

isn't happy? oo

36



4 Match the two parts of the sentences.

1 Tom runs across the park because [¢]

2 Tom doesn't take a photo of the new ball because [ ]
3 Tom's dad isn't in his office because [ ]

4 Tom wants the computer to go away because [ ]
5 Tom can't enjoy his birthday because [ ]

a he's making a coffee.

b no one has any time for him.
-~ he wants to tell Neil about the camera.

d he wants to go shopping with his dad.

e the boys run away.

5 Answer the questions.

1 Why does Tom put the camera down at the start of
Chapter 3?

2 What does Tom want to do with his birthday money?

3 How many photos does Tom take in Chapters 3 and 4?

LOOKING FORWARD

6 Tick (v) what you think happens in the next chapter.
1 Tom goes to see his mum at work. []
2 He takes the camera to the police. [ ]
3 He buys a new camera. []
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Chapter 5

Trying to help

_ Kathy's Coffee S

| - 21

Tom leaves the house and walks to his mother’s café
- Kathy’s Coffee Shop.

The café sells food all day. Lots of people go there
on Saturdays. Tom can see his mother in the café. She
looks hot. There are people at all the tables and they’re
all waiting for their food.

38



‘Mum’s tired, Tom thinks. ‘She works a lot!

He goes into the café.

His mother sees him.

‘Hello, Tom, she says. “‘Why are you here on your
birthday?’

‘T'm here to help you, he says.

39



His mother smiles.

‘Oh, thank you, Tom, she says. ‘People want plates
and cups for their food and drinks, she says. “Theyre
all dirty’

She takes Tom to the dirty plates and cups in the
kitchen®.

‘Can you wash them for me?’ she asks.

Tom smiles.
‘Of course, he says.
Tom’s mother smiles again.

40



“YouTre a good boy, she says. Then she leaves the
kitchen.

Tom quickly takes the camera from his bag.

‘I can have an afternoon with Mum, he thinks. ‘We
can go to a restaurant. Or watch a film’

He can see the dirty cups and plates in the camera.
He presses PHOTO. Then DELETE. Then he takes the
camera away and looks.
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‘Gone, he thinks. “They’re gone. And he smiles.
His mother comes back into the kitchen. She looks
all over the room.

“Tom?’ she says. ‘Where are the cups and plates?’

Tom thinks for a few” seconds.

‘It's the camera, he tells her. ‘When I take a photo,
things go away’
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His mother looks at him. She looks very tired now.
‘What?’ she asks. T don’t understand’

‘The camera ... Tom starts, but his mother speaks.

“Tom, she says, there aren’t any plates or cups and there
are lots of people in the café. What am I going to do?’

‘Close the café, Mum, Tom says. ‘We can go out.

His mother is angry now.

‘I can’t close the café, Tom! she says. “This is my job!
Now, please, tell me where the cups and plates are’

T don’t know, Mum, Tom starts saying. ‘It’s the
camera ...

The door opens. Tom’s sister comes in.
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‘Hello, she says. ‘What’s wrong?’

Tom’s mother starts telling Annie about the plates
and cups, but Annie isn't listening. She sees Tom’s
camera.

‘What’s this?’ she says and takes it from her brother.
Ts it new?’

‘Give it to me!’ Tom says.

Annie doesn't listen. She puts the camera to her eye.
She looks at Tom.

‘Smile!” she says.



‘No!’ Tom shouts.

Annie presses the PHOTO button.

‘Give the camera to me, Annie!”’ Tom shouts.
Annie looks at the photo.

“This isn't a good photo of you, Tom, Annie says.
‘No! Don'’t press any buttons!” shouts Tom.
But it's too late. Annie presses DELETE.
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LOOKING BACK

1 Check your answer to Looking forward on page 37.

ACTIVITIES

2 Put the sentences in order.

O NO UV A WN =

Tom and his mum go into the kitchen. []
Annie takes the camera from Tom. []

Tom takes a photo of the cups and plates. [ ]
Annie takes a photo of Tom. []

Tom goes to his mum’s work. [1]

Tom tells his mum about the camera. []
Annie arrives at the café. []

The cups and plates go away. [ ]

3 Match the two parts of the sentences.

vt p W N =

a
b
C

Tom goes to the café because

Tom takes a photo of the cups and plates because [ ]
Tom’s mum wants the cups and plates because [ ]
Tom’s mum is angry because [ ]

Annie presses DELETE because [ ]

the cups and plates are gone.

it isn’t a good photo of Tom.

there are lots of people in the café.

-d- he wants to go out with his mum.

e

he doesn’t want to wash them.
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4 Are the sentences true (7) or false (F)?

1
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It's the weekend.

Tom'’s mum has a lot of work at the café. [ ]

She’s happy because Tom wants to help her. []
Tom doesn't want to wash the cups and plates. [ ]
Tom tells his mum about the camera. [ ]

Tom’s mum can't close the café. [ ]

Tom tells Annie about the camera. []

Annie takes a photo of Tom with her camera. []

5 Underline the correct words in each sentence.

1
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1

2

There are a lot of / There aren’t any people in Kathy’s Coffee
Shop.

Tom /Tom’s mum is tired.

The cups and plates are on the tables / in the kitchen.

Tom / Tom’s mum tells Annie about the cups and plates.
Annie listens / doesn't listen to Tom.

Answer the questions.

Why is Tom’s mum surprised to see him in the café?

What is Tom’s plan?

3 What happens when Annie takes a photo of Tom?

4

List the things that are ‘gone’ in the story.
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Glossary

'present (page 7) noun something that you give to someone,
often on a special day, for example birthdays

*home (page 7) noun the place where you live

*park (page 9) noun a big area of grass, often in a town, where
people can walk and play

*game (page 14) noun an activity or sport that people play
*press (page 16) verb  to push something hard
Safraid (page 24) adjective frightened or worried

"grass (page 28) noun a green plant that grows on the ground in
gardens and parks

®kitchen (page 40) noun aroom that you cook food in

°(a) few (page 42) some, or a small number of
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